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Classics in Zurich

By Mary Beard

!

VRPN L i

am just back from three days in Zurich, where I gave a lecture plus " 4
workshops on “where Classics is now - and where it might be in half a
century”. The attendees ranged from pre-undergraduate to faculty f
members, via former master’s and PhD students who were now high school

teachers, and current students doing a whole range of subjects in ancient and

modern history and literature - plus some interested visitors, friends and relations.

It was, in some ways, a stamina performance: two hours of lecture and questions on
Thursday evening, four hours of workshop on Friday, eight hours on Saturday
(including lunch, I admit). But there was a real benefit from this total immersion, in
getting to know the students and in keeping the momentum of argument up. If you
are trying to get a “group” feeling with people you have never met before, this is the

best way of doing it.

There was plenty to discuss, and for me it was especially interesting to talk about
this subject outside the UK or USA, because the idea of what Classics as a subject is,
and the disciplinary divisions that define it, are very different from country to
country. Classics as a combination of Greek and Roman language and literature,
philosophy, history, art and archaeology and linguistics was really a UK invention in
the nineteenth century, largely but not entirely adopted in the USA. It really doesn’t
exist in France, for example, where you would struggle to find many libraries in
which you could easily put books on Tacitus next to books on Roman art. And
Classics is not the same as “German-style” Classical Philology (which is very focused

on Greek and Latin literature) or even the wider Altertumswissenschatt.

So, I was keen to find out how “the crisis in Classics”, or the call to “burn it all
down”, was discussed in Switzerland. Actually, it turns out that it is not all that
different from the UK. The students had done a lot of work on the current critiques

of the subject, and had watched the notorious debate on “The Future of Classics” at

the Society of Classical Studies conference in San Diego in 2019 (out of which few
people came out well, and some badly). They had many of the same concerns, and
they were keen to discuss misogyny, white supremacy, far-right politics and the

implications of these for studying the ancient world.

We had good discussions on Winckelmann. I was determined to say that he is not to

be “blamed” (as he often is) for the admiration of white sculpture, which goes back
to Renaissance debates about colour and form. Instead, the main issue (for many of
the attendees, as for me) was his claim that the ideal form of man was a version of

the “Apollo Belvedere” - because that was soon used to construct racist hierarchies

of the human form, with the Apollo at the top of the pyramid. But it wasn’t just
Winckelmann. We also talked about the image of rape in antiquity, and especially
the rape of Lucretia (and how it appears in modern Latin textbooks). And loads

more.

My abiding memory, however, will probably be of the fluency in English of all the
participants. Okay, they were a self-selected group (and very few who were not
fluent were likely to sign up for two days of workshop in English), and a handful
were part-native speakers. But all the same, it made me realize just how tongue-tied
[ was myself. I can read and pretty well understand spoken German, but to actually
construct an argument in German myself (in anything other than the present
indicative) wasn’t what I had ever been taught. In fact, when I learned Italian at
school, we were explicitly told that the point of the lessons was to enable us to read
Dante. I am extremely grateful for the opportunity, but it left me with a weird

vocabulary and a lot of catching up to do.

I am truly in awe of the young (and old) Swiss.

Keep reading

Mary Beard: A don’s life ' Column Mary Beard: A don'’s Mary Beard: A don'’s Mary Beard: A don’s life ' Column

Becoming a Library Finishing lines
Lion Micro fight-backs Not now, not ever

life | Column life | Column

By Mary Beard

By Mary Beard By Mary Beard By Mary Beard

The TLS Newsletter

Join 30,000 readers to enjoy a regular dose of inspiration and motivation, delivered to your inbox every

Thursday.

You information will be used in accordance with our Privacy Policy

TL3

HOME THE ARCHIVE CATEGORIES ABOUT US FOLLOW US ON

The Archive Arts Contact us
Classics Frequently Asked Questions f Yy

Culture How to Advertise
Audio / Visual EXPLORE History

Cartoons New to the TLS? Languages & Linguistics SUBSCRIBE TO THE PODCAST
Crossword & quiz Highlights Literature

REGULAR FEATURES

. [
In Brief Lives Ili*  Google Podcasts
Grace Notes Philosophy .

Letters to the Editor Politics & society @ Spotif
Mary Beard: A Don's life Regular features PORY

NB Religion
Poem of the week Science & technology Apple Podcasts
The Podcast World

Twenty Questions

Terms & Conditions | Privacy | Cookie Settings | Do not sell or share my personal information

Copyright © The Times Literary Supplement Limited 2021. The Times Literary Supplement Limited: 1 London Bridge Street, London SE1 9GF. Registered in England.

Company registration number: 935240. VAT no: GB 243 8054 69.



https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/authors/mary-beard/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lcJZCVemn-4
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Johann_Joachim_Winckelmann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apollo_Belvedere
https://newsprivacy.co.uk/single/?_ga=2.16065334.1642334884.1655707622-823283499.1648126542
https://www.facebook.com/Times-Literary-Supplement-221115152587/
https://twitter.com/TheTLS
https://www.instagram.com/the.tls
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cDovL3Jzcy5hY2FzdC5jb20vdGxzdm9pY2Vz
https://podcasts.google.com/?feed=aHR0cDovL3Jzcy5hY2FzdC5jb20vdGxzdm9pY2Vz
https://open.spotify.com/show/4utWKVl4LrkUeftOdIxf3M?si=q3rH2gtuQy-LGNgSn6qnpQ
https://open.spotify.com/show/4utWKVl4LrkUeftOdIxf3M?si=q3rH2gtuQy-LGNgSn6qnpQ
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/freedom-books-flowers-the-moon/id868068396
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/freedom-books-flowers-the-moon/id868068396
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/terms-conditions/
https://newsprivacy.co.uk/single/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/classics-in-zurich-blog-post-mary-beard/#
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/classics-in-zurich-blog-post-mary-beard/#
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/becoming-a-library-lion-blog-post-mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/authors/mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/micro-fight-backs-blog-post-mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/authors/mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/not-now-not-ever-blog-post-mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/authors/mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/articles/finishing-lines-blog-post-mary-beard/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/authors/mary-beard/
http://www.the-tls.co.uk/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/audio-visual/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/cartoons/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/crossword-quiz/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/in-brief/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/grace-notes/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/letters-to-the-editor/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/mary-beard-a-dons-life/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/nb/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/poem-of-the-week/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/the-podcast/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/twenty-questions/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/archive/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/archive/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/new-to-the-tls/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/highlights/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/arts
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/arts/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/classics/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/culture/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/history/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/languages-llnguistics/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/literature/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/lives/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/philosophy/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/politics-society/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/regular-features/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/religion/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/science-technology/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/categories/world/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/about-the-tls/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/contact-us/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/frequently-asked-questions/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/how-to-advertise/
https://shop.the-tls.co.uk/?utm_source=tls&utm_medium=mainsite&utm_campaign=footer
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/issues/current-issue/
https://www.www.the-tls.co.uk/
https://www.www.the-tls.co.uk/categories
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/archive/
https://shop.the-tls.co.uk/?utm_source=tls&utm_medium=mainsite&utm_campaign=topnav
https://www.facebook.com/Times-Literary-Supplement-221115152587/
https://twitter.com/TheTLS
https://www.instagram.com/the.tls
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/logout
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/my-account/
https://www.the-tls.co.uk/?s

